
N O T E S !
This is a ‘McQueen’ wine – both Steve and Alexander are heroes of 
style and masculinity.  ‘The Prophet’ embodies those ideals with 
much as much gusto as the two men went at life and their work.  
The wine is yet another ‘first effort’ – this one from a Syrah block 
which we planned and planted (also in 2006) with the folks at the 
Bien Nacido Vineyard, and which has been tended to by the hands 
of the exceedingly capable Chris Hammel.  


Yields were about a quarter ton per acre, and despite that 
‘manageable workload’, this was the last fruit to be picked in 2008, 
on October 17th, which for that year was late - it was cold, it was 
windy, the vines were tired, most of the workers had left for their 
vacations in sunny Mexico, the flavors were slow in coming, the 
tannins still had to soften.  Things were looking bleak and it was a 
time to be tempted by a wrong decision driven by a desire to finally 
get done with the vintage.  Avoiding the temptation, by the time we 
did finally pick, these were the ugliest looking Syrah grapes I’ve 
ever harvested (the skins of these grapes looked like Yoda’s skin 
turned black) – but as usual, the ugliest grapes make the best 
wine.  
 

Not for the faint of heart, the Prophet is a massive wine that will 
probably age for well beyond 20 years and it has that mysterious 
dark charm, elegance and sophistication that makes Syrah entirely 
irresistible to this winegrower. [140 six-pack cases produced from 4 
acres]

- M a t t h i a s  P i p p i g    I    Winegrower!



2008 THE PROPHET,  SYRAH 

W INE S TATISTICS

Varietals Syrah 100%

Vineyards Bien Nacido

Harvest Dates October 24, 2008

Yields 0.25 tons / acre
~ 0.5 lbs/vine

Brix (at 
harvest)

25.9

Alcohol 15.7%

pH 3.58/3.71 (at harvest/final)

Barrels / 
Coopers

Barriques for 22 months, 
400 L Puncheons for 17 
months ~ 70% new oak

Barrel Aging 39 months

Rackings 2 (including blend assembly)

Filtering / 
Fining

None

Blend 
Assembled

September 2010

Bottled February 2012

Production 80 cases

Release Date April 2012

Suggested 
Retail Price

$75
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